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SIR CHARLES PARSONS,  O.M.

AN OBITUARY NOTICE FOR THE ROYAL SOCIETY,1 WITH
SOME ADDITIONS

CHARLES ALGERNON PARSONS, whose genius
as inventor and engineer has opened up a new
era in the production and application of power,
was born at 13 Connaught Place, London, on June 13,
1854. A life notable for its intense and sustained creative
activity was closed by his death at sea, after a brief ill-
ness, on February n, 1931. He was the youngest of six
sons of William Parsons, third Earl of Rosse, and spent
his boyhood at the family seat, Birr Castle, Parsonstown,
Ireland. The father was a distinguished astronomer and
mechanician, whose great reflecting telescope, designed
and mainly made by himself, was for long among the
wonders of the astronomical world. Its 6-foot speculum
of copper-tin alloy was the culmination of work in the
casting and polishing of specula on which Lord Rosse
had been engaged from 1827. Erected in the grounds of
Birr Castle in 1845, the Rosse telescope had then, and for
many years after, no rival. The Earl's services to astron-
omy were recognized by his election as President of the
Royal Society for the period 1848-1854. As early as
1844 he had been President of the British Association,
and at later meetings he presided over Section G as well
as Section A.

1 Proc. Roy. Sac., A, vol. 131 (1931).